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Trump is OK with Putin’s denial 


President’s words on election meddling 
prompt outrage among lawmakers 


Gregory Korte and John Fritze 
USA TODAY 


HELSINKI - President Donald Trump 
accepted denials by Russian President 
Vladimir Putin that Moscow interfered 
with the 2016 U.S. election Monday, 
bringing swift condemnation from 
members of Congress from both parties. 

In siding with Putin, Trump took the 
word of a former KGB agent over the as- 
sessment of U.S. intelligence agencies 
under two administrations and the Re- 
publican-controlled Senate Intelligence 
Committee. 

“Ihave great confidence in my intelli- 
gence people, but I will tell you that 


“This ... will be seen by 
Russia as a sign of weakness 
and create far more 
problems than it solves.” 


Sen. Lindsey Graham 
R-South Carolina, on Twitter 


President Putin was extremely strong 
and powerful in his denial today,” 
Trump said at a press conference con- 
cluding their summit in Helsinki. 


See SUMMIT, Page 10A 


Ryan: Trump must learn 
‘Russia is not our ally’ 


Sens. Johnson, Baldwin 
disagree with president 


Bill Glauber and Mary Spicuzza 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


House Speaker Paul Ryan issued a 
stinging rebuke Monday after Russian 
President Vladimir Putin declared that 
his country did not interfere in the 2016 
U.S. elections. 

Ryan also criticized President Don- 
ald Trump and said the president 


“There is no moral 
equivalence between the 
United States and Russia.” 


House Speaker Paul Ryan 


“must appreciate that Russia is not our 
ally.” 

The stunning statement was issued 
by the speaker’s office after Putin met 


See RYAN, Page 10A 


Charges in 
blast are 
under review 


Negligence or mistake 
at issue in Sun Prairie 


Molly Beck and Max Bayer 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


SUN PRAIRIE - Police said Monday 
they'll decide within days whether to 
bring criminal charges against those 
responsible for an explosion that lev- 
eled a city block in a Madison suburb, 
killing one and injuring nearly a dozen 
more. 

Sun Prairie police said they'll decide 
this week whether workers who punc- 
tured a natural gas line committed 
criminal negligence that resulted in the 
explosion, or whether hitting the gas 
line was just “a tragic mistake.” 

Nearly a week has passed since a 
ruptured natural gas line leveled a 
downtown block of Sun Prairie, a Mad- 
ison suburb of 30,000, killing city fire- 
fighter Cory Barr. Police and utility offi- 
cials still won't say whether basic safe- 
ty precautions were taken by workers 
who punctured the line. 

State law requires workers and 
homeowners planning to dig under- 
ground to notify a state hotline, which 
triggers a process during which owners 
of utilities mark where their lines are 
with spray paint. Natural gas lines, for 
example, are marked yellow. 

But officials with We Energies and 
police won't say whether workers who 
cut the gas line took that first step. 

And Sun Prairie Police Lt. Kevin Ko- 
nopacki would not say whether failing 
to identify a utility line’s location 
would be grounds for criminal negli- 
gence charges. 

State law requires notice of digging 
to be placed no fewer than three days 
before starting work, unless it’s an 
emergency. 

Violations of such rules are re- 
viewed by the state Public Service 
Commission and could result in 
$25,000 in fines per offense, among 
other penalties. 

Konopacki said Monday he could 
not reveal details. 

A spokesman for the PSC said the 
agency had not received a complaint 
related to the explosion. 

Another detail police have yet to 
provide is who, or what company, is ul- 
timately responsible for puncturing 
the line. 

Last week, officials with Verizon 
Wireless told reporters their contrac- 
tor, Bear Communications, had a sub- 
contractor working at the site of the ex- 
plosion but did not say whether that 
worker ultimately hit the gas line. 

Bear Communications identified 
the contractor completing the work as 
VC Tech Inc. 
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Jeff Puhek, right, an instructor for Guitars for Vets, teaches Justin Skowron, an Army veteran, chords on the guitar. 
Skowron has been coming to the Guitars for Vets for two weeks and wanted to learn how to play. The group helps 
veterans coping with PTSD and other health issues learn to play guitars. TYGER WILLIAMS / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


Guitars for Vets helps veterans 
one chord at a time 


Organization has helped 
thousands in 40 states 


Meg Jones 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Clad in a black Guitars for Vets shirt 
and cradling a Fender acoustic, Jeff Pu- 
hek played snippets of “Classical Gas” 
and “Stairway to Heaven” as he patient- 
ly showed Justin Skowron a few chords. 

Just a couple of guys strumming gui- 
tars, hanging out. 

Skowron, who served in Kuwait and 
Iraq in the U.S. Army, is working on 
learning to play one of his favorite 
songs, “Under the Bridge” by the Red 
Hot Chili Peppers. After learning about 
Guitars for Vets from his case manager 
at the Milwaukee VA Hospital, Skowron 
recently started going to the twice- 
weekly classes at the VA. 

‘Tve had a guitar, but I havert 
known how to play it,” said Skowron, 
one of thousands of veterans learning 
to play through Guitars for Vets. 

What started with two other guys 
strumming guitars, just hanging out in 
Milwaukee, has now grown to 82 chap- 
ters in 40 states. More than 3,000 vet- 
erans with PTSD and other health is- 


Guitars for Vets founders Patrick Nettesheim, left, and Dan Van Buskirk, with 
dog Folger, started the charity 11 years ago in Milwaukee. 
MEG JONES / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


sues have graduated from the program 
since guitarist Patrick Nettesheim and 
Vietnam veteran Dan Van Buskirk 
started Guitars for Vets in 2007. 

If you ask veterans what they miss 


most about their lives before they knew 
war, many will say it’s joy. The dark 
thoughts that lead an average of 22 U.S. 


See GUITARS, Page 4A 


Possible reprieve for Domes market 


A plan to keep a farmers market at the 
Domes this winter is in the works. 2A 


Aguilar loses out in Derby 


The Brewers’ Jesús Aguilar comes up short in 
the Home Run Derby against Rhys Hoskins. 3B 


Weather 


High 77° I Low 67° 


Sunny. Forecast, 4C ©2018 
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